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CHURCH NEWS
After the death of Her Majesty the Queen, the Parish Council requested that their Book of 
Condolence could be placed in the church for the people of the village to sign.  We 
organised the manning of the church and took the Book to the school where all the 
children signed it.  Some wrote moving sentences about the Queen.
We held a special service of reflection and thanksgiving for the Queen on the day before 
her funeral.
 
Harvest Festival was held on Sunday 26th September followed by a Bring and Share 
lunch.  Many thanks to all who decorated the church so beautifully.  The next day the 
children from Southery Academy came into church for their harvest celebration each 
bringing an item for the Downham Market Food Bank.  The food has been taken to the 
Food Bank who were very grateful as demand has greatly increased recently.

We have a Quiz evening for church funds on Saturday 15th at 7pm in  the Village Hall. 
Phone  01366 378498  to book a place. Supper provided. 

Services for October:

2nd  No service
9th   Eucharist at 10.00
16th  Eucharist at 10.00
19th  Hymns and Tea at 2.30pm
23rd  Service of the Word at 10.00
30th  Benefice Service      See notice board as to where this will be.        

Marion Lewis
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Southery W.I.

Approximately 90 members and guests from Downham Market, Feltwell, Fincham, 
Littleport and Watlington were welcomed to our September 1st Harvest meeting by 
President Caroline Hansford.

We were entertained by singer Peter Waddison who soon had us singing along to some 
old classics from the 60's onwards.

We then enjoyed a delicious buffet provided by Southery members  including a cake 
made by Lorraine Cummings in celebration of 107 years of the W.I. Southery W.I. itself 
will be 95 years old in March 2023, quite an achievement for a small Village. This was 
followed by our Harvest Sale of produce with the stall doing a roaring trade of fruit,veg 
and cakes etc. our sincere thanks to Southery members and local farmers for their 
generosity.

Our competition for a small table arrangement was judged by The President of Downham 
W.I. who awarded 1st  Sue Hilton 2nd  Chris Leahy 3rd  Carol Thulbourne . Sonja Wilden 
received a gift for points gained in recent competitions.

We then enjoyed another session with Peter before it was time to say goodbye to our 
guests and get down to the job of wash up and clear up.

Caroline thanked everyone for their hard work and for making this a memorable evening.

Southery members can be proud of putting on this event after two plus years of 
restrictions, many favourable comments were given by a number
of our guests.
At our October 6th meeting we have Jean Shore demonstrating her craft with Willow and 
Twig.

 Val Osler
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Southery Methodist Chapel 
Services now alternate with Hilgay and they are as listed below. All Services at Southery 
& Hilgay now begin at 10.30am. Everybody is most welcome to join us at all Services.

Chapel Services for October

 2nd     10.30am        At Southery Methodist Chapel – Rev. Alan Bennett

 9th       10.30am        At Hilgay Methodist Chapel – Rev. Paul Critchley –Harvest Festival 

16th       10.30am        At Southery Methodist Chapel – Rev. Robert Roberts

23rd      10.30am        At Hilgay Methodist Chapel – Mr. John Houghton

30th       10.30am        At Southery Methodist Chapel – Mrs. Heather Brown

www.facebook.com/SwishSouthery/
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Permissive pathway

UPDATE
 
We have had no complaints in September about dog mess or bottles and litter in 
neighbouring gardens to the permissive pathway. Thank you to everybody for their 
diligence.
 
Many thanks,
Judith
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VOLUNTARY NORFOLK
Voluntary Norfolk is looking for volunteers to support the NHS and vulnerable people 
needing extra help in the community. We have a wide variety of volunteer opportunities 
and are happy to work with you to find the volunteering role that is right for you, fits your 
interests, skills, location and availability. 

Current volunteer vacancies, include supporting carers and the people they care for; 
volunteer drivers to assist patients in accessing key healthcare appointments; meet and 
greet, admin support and stock room roles in community hospitals and GP surgeries; 
marshals and administration roles at Covid vaccination centres; volunteers to help 
people with a newly diagnosed long term condition achieve health goals and improve 
their quality of life; volunteers to help clients use smart phones and computers to 
connect with family and friends and, of course, telephone befrienders to reduce isolation 
and loneliness. 

All our volunteers are friendly, approachable, have a sympathetic manner, good 
communication skills, and are determined to help and support others living in Norfolk.

If you would like to have a conversation about the volunteering opportunities available at 
Voluntary Norfolk, please get in touch. 

Email us at volunteering@voluntarynorfolk.org.uk providing your preferred contact 
information, phone 07385 378740 and speak to a volunteer coordinator or leave us a 
message, or fill in the volunteer registration form for the relevant service you are 
interested in via this link: https://www.voluntarynorfolk.org.uk/home-2/register-to-
volunteer-2/
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Paper Copies
We are starting to provide a limited number of paper copies of the newsletter. If you 

would like to receive a paper copy then please send an email to 
contact@village-voice.org 

with your name and address and we can then arrange a copy to be delivered to you. 

If you would be willing to support the delivery of newsletter to people who need a hard 
copy then please send a message to contact@village-voice.org

We currently have more than 80 subscribers to the electronic version of the newsletter 
and the website is continuing to provide updates and the editions of the newsletter.

The advertising renewals will be 1st January 2023 and if you are interested in advertising 
in the Village Voice then please send an email to contact@village-voice.org
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